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The Columbia is a big river, and at prst the task of
locating psh may seem a sizeable challenge, but it
doesnit have to be. Like all psheries, youdre faced
with a vast quantity of water, but prst realize most
is of low potential, and a small fraction makes up
the good stuff.

COLUMBIA RIVER SPRING
CHINOOK SEASON

Columbia River salmon sheries are managed to maintain a minimum of
impact to wild sh. Season dates, bag limits, open areas and regulations
are subject to change based upon sh abundance each year. For current

The fall chinook pshery is much more familiar to . ) . .
information, contact the Oregon or Washington Departments of Fish and

anglersthan spring chinook. The primary difference
in approach to the two psheries is due to the very
different water temperatures the Columbia offers
the two seasons. Fall chinook enter a hostile river
where surface temperatures often reach and exceed
the 70-degree mark (high temperatures are lethal to
salmon). In order to negotiate the river safely, fall
chinook travel deep, where cooler water collects.

Spring chinook enter a cold Columbia River. Tem-
peratures in the high-thirties to mid-pfties place
no restrictions on travel. With this in mind, spring
chinook are found traveling in shallow water, say
6- to 25-feetindepth. Inorder to make travel as easy
as possible, spring chinook dodge heavy head-on
currents, traveling the river edges where the speed
of the yow is reduced. Running the edges of the river
adds another great aspect to spring chinook in that
bank pshing can be phenomenal.

With these basics an angler can eliminate 90% of
the potential water and thatds what successful psh-
ing is all about. Tidal effects complicate the issue
slightly, but with the strategies that follow, you can
experience very productive pshing for the greatest
salmon on earth.

Downriver of Interstate 5

The largest spring chinook pshery on the Columbia
takes place in the area from the Interstate 5 Bridge
between Portland, OR and Vancouver, WA down-
stream to the head of the estuary in the Astoria area.
Anglers in this area benept from the presence of
salmon heading to Oregonds Willamette River, in
addition to Columbia River psh. Fishery impacts to
wild pshare lower inthisriver section, and generally
anglers enjoy longer seasons and more liberal bag
limits as a result.

KWIKFISH ™

Wildlife.

ODFW: (503) 947-6002
WDFW: (360) 902-2500

In most all cases, the retention of spring chinook is limited to those sh
that are marked with a missing adipose n. Wild sh may not be
removed from the water and must be released unharmed.

Thissection of river is tidally inyuenced and this fact
plays a large role in angling methods. Far more psh
will be caught on the outgoing tide than any other
period. During the outgoing tide, Kwikpsh®in sizes
K-15, K-14, and K13X, pshed with sardine wraps,
will reign supreme.

The approach is straightforward. Using our knowl-
edge of the travel water that spring chinook prefer
(6-25 feet of depth, along edges) locate target water
along islands, beaches and banks. If unfamiliar with
these areas, look for other rows of boats, known as
ohog linesdand join them or pshabove or below them.
Anchor in the salmongs path and deploy Kwikpsh
rigs, utilizing the running current to provide action
to the lures. Use six feet of 30-pound or heavier
monoplament for leader (501b. is preferred as these
psh are not line shy), with a sliding sinker on 12- to

36-inches of 20-pound dropper line (shorter in shal-
lower water, longer in deeper water). Lead weights
should be light enough that the Kwikpsh can be
worked back from the boat to produce a 45-degree
angle in your line, and heavy enough that once

in position, it stays put. Usually 1- to 5-ounces is
sufpcient.

CLEARWATER
FLASH ™

SUGGESTED RIGGING

TROLLING RIGS

To Rod

Rogue Bait Rig Sa—
preader

L St06ft.

18-in. Dropper

Bead Chain Swivel

To Rod
rigged half-way down leader 2

Spreader
. S5to6ft N\

18-in. Dropper

To Rod

Spreader

18-in. Dropper

ANCHOR FISHING

To Rod

Bead

Swivel
5106 ft.

~~Swivel

12 to 36-in. Dropper

To Rod

Swivel ~ Bead

3to4ft

Clearwater Flash

~Swivel

18 to 24-in. Dropper

BACKTROLLING

To Rod

Swivel ~ Bead

Size 50 Jet
Diver”
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