&

LUHRJENSEN

e ——————SUNCE 1935

. Whene Legends Live

TECH:BULLETIN

CALIFORNIA

SIERRA TROUT TROLLING

Compiled from the Diaries and Logs of the Luhr Jensen Fishing Research Team.

Luck is really the least important factor in
becoming a successful angler. A willingness to
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oxygen and forage fish. Your trolling should be
concentrated closeto orinthethermoclinefor best

experiment with different lures and techniques,

results. Thislayer will befrom 15to50feet down

knowing the water you plan to fish and knowl-
edge of the feeding and habitat characteristics of
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in most lakes depending on their size and depth.
Fishasowill regularly befound near drop offs

the fish species you're after are key ingredients

just out from inlet streams where highly oxygen-

for productive angling. The tips and techniques

ated water is flowing into a reservoir or around

contained in this report will provide you with
solid information you can apply immediately on
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underwater springsor inold river channelswhich
contain residual water flows . . . these areas all

your favorite California/Serra waters and will

contain forage fish, oxygen and larger fish.

help put more fun and success into each fishing
trip.

A largenumber of Californiamountain streams
have dams on them and the resulting man-made
lakes provide trout fishing opportunities to fit
every angling desire. Most of thelarger impound-
ments offer one or more of the following trout
species: Brook, brown, cutthroat, lake trout and rain-
bow.

Whether you're fishing the waters of Mono and
Crowley near theNevadaborder or themorecentrally-
located Shaver Lake, Wishon Reservoir or Pine Flat
Reservoir, trolling will produce moreand larger trout.

Trolling is easy, fun and productive. The angler
who employsthetechniquesin thisreport, who under-
stands trout and their habits and who is willing to
experiment will consistently out fish anglers using
other techniques on the same body of water. The
reason is simple; an entire body of water or large
section of animpoundment can becovered quickly and
thoroughly by trolling and concentrations of fish pin-
pointed with minimum effort. You can cover more
water faster, easier and more completely by trolling
and it is effectivel

Trolling requires a boat, method of propulsion
(motor or oars), rod and reel, bladestring (troll) and/or
lure. Thetroll or lureislet out behind your moving
boat, with the line distance varying depending on the
sizelureor troll you select and how deep you wish to
fish. Theforward speed of your boat will dictate just
how fast or slow thetroll or lurewill run and also will
control the depth. Once the troll and/or lureisin the
water andworking properly, you must then locatefish.

PROSPECTING A LAKE

Whether you'reusingatroll, small lureonlead core
lineor lureand worm combination, youwill find trout
favoring certainareas. |t savesalot of timeand energy
if you are aware of these areas before you get on the
lake and know in advance what to look for.

STRUCTURE: All fish relate one way or another
to structure (shelter/cover). They useit for protection
from predators, escape from direct sunlight, for feed-
ing and in some cases, for spawning. Deep water,
docksor other man-madestructure, overhanging trees,
shade, underwater rocksand cliff areasareall formsof
structure likely to hold fish. Trout must have shelter
both from predators and from direct sunlight so they
alwayswill be either next to or within easy reach of a
shelter/cover/structure area.

FOOD SOURCES: Locate the food sourcesin a
given lake and fish will be found nearby. Minnows,
salamanders, crayfish, midges, surfaceinsects, beetles
and other suchitemsmake up alarge part of thediet of
atrout. Watch carefully for surface activity suchasa
school of small baitfish jumping or insect hatches. On
awindy day, fish the part of the lake where al of the
surface food is being blown and concentrated. Fish
areas adjacent to inlet and outlet streams where food
itemswill be prevalent, or next to grassy shorelinesor
near marshy, weedy areas where food is easily avail-
able. Overhanging trees or bushes harbor all kinds of

BOTTOM

insect lifeand fishwill bewaiting below for morselsto
drop into the water.

DROP OFFS: Fish al relate to structure and one
of the easiest to detectisadrop off, because of obvious
shorelinefeatures. Beon thelookout for steep banks
and then troll close to shore along them. A depth
sounder (asmall portableunitisfinefor locating drop
offs) likethosemadeby L owrance, isafishingtool that
will help you locate ledges, drop offs and underwater
islandswhich arenot apparent any other way, and will
save you vauable fishing time in finding these hot
spots as well as alowing you to troll next to them
accurately.

OXYGENATED WATER: Most lakes stratify
into three layers during spring (see diagram) and stay
that way until latefall. Themiddlelayer of water, the
thermocline, containsboth alargeamount of dissolved

LAKE TROLLS

Because of their popularity, effectiveness and
ease of use, Luhr Jensen now produces a wide
variety of lake trolls including the original Dave
Davis® model. These trolls were originally de-
swinging blades on awire cable or shaft and aswivel
signed and developed for and in California waters
wheretheir “big hammer” blades and speciaized fin-
isheshave proved deadly for trout inavariety of lakes
and water conditions.

Other trolls which have proven California track
recordsincludetheModel T and Model A Ford Fend-
ers®,KokaneeTroll™ (atwo-bladeDaveDavis® troll
completewith 18" of 8-Ih. test|eader and a#6 baithol der
hook), Beer Can™ and the School-O-Minnows™.
Thesetrollshave proved effectivewhen trailed by bait
such asanightcrawler, or by asmall, wobbling spoon
such as a Needlefish® which can be tipped with bait.

Bladescanbeusedin conjunctionwithjust about
any lure or bait, two of the most effective being small
spoons or worms. A troll consists of arudder at the
front end which prevents line twist, a series of free-

\\
/"{.\\"‘.
I'/.’.-. 1 \.\.\. \ QQI
i voseme ¢ MONO LAKE \'960
;.-‘\ \'\.. ~ t. ¢°
! NATIONAL L N Qg
! ; AN
L PARK )i
® VODESTO [ /
I /".—I N l LAKE CROWLEY
e ,
s
@ VERCED P
<4
1
SHAVER LAKE ®L
o> <
Y mamn To
RESERVOR .
LAKE CROWLEY A \
° c
SANGER
MONO LAKE 2
4
PINE FLAT RESERVOIR »
[ ] z
WISHON RESERVOIR . z
SHAVER LAKE

#8822-502

Published as a service to the industry by Luhr Jensen, Inc., P.O. Box 297, Hood River, OR 97031




D

Kokanee Troll

Dave Davis®

Super Duper®

onwhichtotieyour leader. From theend of thetroll,
aleader of 6-to10-Ib. test monofilament should extend
at least 12 inches (preferable 14 to 18 inches) and as
much as 48" back to your chosen lure. When trolled,

TROLL RIGGING

SNUBBER TROLL

#1 NEEDLEFISH OR OTHER LURE

RUDDER

ngea |

the blades act as attractors, fish follow the sound
vibrationsand flash to the source, spot thetrailing lure
and go after it.

In dark, off-color water, brass, 50/50 Brass/Nickel
or Copper oftenarethebest bladefinishchoices. Clear
water finishes would include Nickel/Slver Prism-
Lite® or Hammered Nickel, light-reflecting blades. On
bright, sunny days the nickel or 50/50 Brass/Nickel
finishes work well, while on overcast days, brass
blades produce exceptionally well.

It often is necessary to experiment with different
sizesof trollsand different blade finishesso it paysto

TROLL EASE® AND RUDDERS
A rudder isan essentia piece of trolling equipment

if you are going to use lures or trolls that have a

tendency to spin in the water. The rudder will keep
blades tracking straight and prevent

nothing there to make a fish feel an easy med is
available or that there’'s something in trouble. Slow,
yes, but every few minutes speed up a bit so the lure

changes speed and vibration pattern.

line twist. Small rudders can be used
whenever youhavesomeconcernabout
line twist and, as an example, when
flat-lining a spoon, you should con-
sider adding a rudder 36 to 40 inches
up the line from the lure.

Combining therudder ideawith the
means to get some weight on a sport
fishing line with minima effort has
resulted in the Troll Ease®, a wire
framerudder with the added feature of
hollow-core sinker attachment capa-
bility. 1t'sdefinitely oneitematroller

Lures on
Right Side of Boat
Will Sink Deeper and Run
Slower on Right Hand Turn

TROLL "S"-CURVE PATTERNS

Left Hand Turn Will
Make Lures on Right
Side of Boat Rise
and Run Faster

should haveseverd of. It'ssimple, yet
it eliminates a very big problem . . . how to change
leads or add or subtract weight without having to tie

O
TO ROD

TO TROLL
TROLL EASE®

WORK IN “S" CURVES: Trolling in a straight
line between pointsistheleast successful trolling path
you can take. Consistent results require that you do
everything possibleto keep from running that straight

line.

An*“S’ pattern between those two points will pro-

duce many more strikes and fish. Every timethelure
isontheinside of aswing of the boat, it will decrease
speed and drop deeper inthewater. Eachtimeitison
theoutside, it will speed upandrise. With eachturn of
your boat you will produce different speed and vibra-
tion patterns from the lure you are trolling and that

carry avariety of them at all times.

FLAT-LINING SPOONS
Flat-lining is a term used to describe a technique
whereby alure or one tipped with bait istrolled in the

HOLLOW LEAD WEIGHTS

knots or break off pieces of line. By simply unsnap-

top 20 feet of water without any or very little weight
and with few, if any, attractor blades. Flat-lining is
particularly adaptabletoultra-light tacklewere4- to 6-
Ib. test mainlinecommonly isused and whererodsand
reelsaresuper light. Itisamethod whereby thelureis
let out behind the boat and trolled close to the surface
producing aflat angleof linetowater (usually 10t0 20
degrees of angle compared to the 45 to 60 degrees
angles commonly produced when deep trolling with
blades or heavy lead).

Spoonsare probably the easiest, most popular lures
to flat-line. Weighted spoons such as the Krocodile®
can beflat-linedwithout additional weight but remem-
ber they may turn over and spin in the water if trolled
fast soaball-bearing swivel 20inchesupthelinefrom
the lure is recommended.

InCalifornia/Sierrawaters, Brass/Red, Prism-Lite®,
Rainbow Trout, Frog or Bikini color patterns are
effective.

Small, thin-bladed spoons such as the Needl efish®
or Midge Wobbler® in Rainbow Trout, Brown Trout,
Brass/RedHead, Frogor BrassBikini lend themselves
exceptionally well to flat-lining. They will produce
morevibration and erratic actionin thewater than will
weighted spoons when trolled.

The Super Duper® has long been recognized by
anglers as a deadly multi-species lure.  One very
effective way to fish it isto troll it on aflat line. A
Super Duper® should especialy betrolled with vary-
ing speedstogiveit proper action. Thelarger sizescan
be fished without additional weight, with the smaller
sizesbesttrolled by addingasplit shot or two 36inches
up the line. This lure have proved to be effective
behindtrollsforlarge, deepwater fish speciesand also
when fished on 15 feet of leader behind 18-Ib. lead-
coreline.

When flat-lining either weighted or thin-blade
spoons, let out 50 to 100 feet of linewhileyour boat is
in motion and then begin the troll.

ping the metal pin, you can easily add or remove the
lead you desire. Theadditional bonusisthat the Troll
Ease® also acts as aline twist preventing rudder.

USE A SNUBBER

Strikesthat comewhentrolling usually arevicious.
If you'reusingalight rod andreel combinationand are
flat-lining, therod usually will absorbtheimpact of the
strike. However, if you areusing atroll or arefishing
for species known to have delicate mouths such as
kokanee, a rubber snubber is an absolute necessity.

A snubber is a length of surgical tubing with a
swivel attached to both endsof acoiled pieceof heavy
line running through it. When a fish strikes, the
snubber stretches out to absorb the impact and then
retracts.

TRICKSTHAT TAKE TROUT

We' vegonethrough much of theinformationyou’ll
need to become a successful troller. Here are some
specific tricks that will increase your catches even
more.

TROLL SLOWLY: One of the biggest mistakes
made by anglersisworking aluretoofast. Bigger fish
will not expend any more energy than they havetoin
catching a meal. Additionally, most lures will not
perform correctly at fast speeds. The best advice we
cangiveyouistotroll slowly . .. thelower the better.

Many expert trout trollers refuse to use amotor as
they feel they just can’'t go slowly enough - they use
oarsinstead. If you'regoingto useamotor, makesure
it will throttle down to a crawl or purchase a multi-
speed electric motor or a 1- to 2-horse gas motor in
addition to the one you use for power.

VARY SPEED: While slow is the password to
successful trolling, this does not mean dow all the
time. A lure running through the water a the same
speed, the same depth and giving off the same vibra-
tion pattern will not attract many fish . . . there’s just
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trandlatesinto an “easy meal” for afish.

IF ALL ELSE FAILS: Here's afind trick that
should outwit fish when everything else you've tried
hasfailed. How many times have you watched afish
followalureright uptotheboat andthenturnand swim
away? Probably alot of times. Thechancesarethat the
fish has been following the lure for several yards, but
theactionof that urejust didn’ tenticeastrike(itdidn’t

appear to be an “easy med”).

When flat-lining or trolling a small blade string,
every two minutes or so pick up your rod and give it
two short, sharp jerks; pause, two more jerks, pause
and then set it back down again; troll for two more
minutes and repeat the procedure. If there's a fish

following, which isoften the case, the short jerkswill
bring an immediate strike.

Another thing to consider if strikes are few and far
between is to go to alighter line. A 6-Ib. premium
quality monolinewith small diameter, suchasTrilene
XT or XL will be difficult for fish to see and yet has
high knot strength and very high tensile strength in

relation to diameter.

These are many of the tricks you can use to make
your California/ Sierratrout trolling easier, more fun

and even more productive.

NEED M ORE
TECHNIQUE
INFORMATION?

In addition to area-specific Tech Bulletins, Luhr
Jensen & Sons has developed a series of morethan 20
detailed Technique Reportsthat cover aspects of fish-

ing with different types of lures.

For acompleteset, apatch for your jacket or capand
acatalog featuring all of our qudity fishing luresand
accessories, send $5 ($3 credited toyour first order of

$20 or more) along with your name and address to:

Luhr Jensen and Sons, Inc, Attn: Customer Service,

P.O. Box 297, Hood River, OR 97031.



