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BY BOB KLAUMANN
Constructed in the mid-1970s and fast becoming one of the
best smallmouth basslakesinthePortlandarea, HenryHagglake
hasbeen yielding somein the6-lb. pluscategory! This1,113-acre
impoundment islocated west of Portland. To get there, go on the
Tualatin Valley Highway (Hwy 8) through Hillsboro to Forest
Grove. Turn left on Hwy 47 approximately 6 miles until you see
theHagg L ake/ScogginsValley Park signs. Turnrightandgo 3.7
milesto the park entrance. Thereisanominal feefor day use of
thepark, which isopen from sunrisetosunset. Owned bytheU.S.
Bureau of Reclamation and maintained and operated by Wash-
ington County, the park has numerous picnic areas; two boat
launching facilities; the lake is stocked with rainbow trout,
smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, perch, crappie and bluegills
for angling; 15-plus milesof hikingtrails; observation decksfor
wildlife- and bird-watching and extensive facilities for disabled
visitors. Washington County has provided excellent handicap

facilitiesandtheboat docksarefullyautomaticfor thoseconfined
to a wheel chair.

SPRING STARTSTROUT ANGLING ACTIVITY
In the spring hot spots are found at the south end, by the dam
and at the boat ramp C area. Scoggins Creek isalso good early in
theseason. Bank fishingisgood April and May, slowing from June
through August because of thewarmer weather. Y ou shouldtry out
deep, just off thebottom. Trollingisgood all throughtheyear inthe

Sain Creek Arm and in the deep channelsin the middle of the lake
as the water begins to recede.

SUMMER SEASON
This is the time to start using lake trolls. Because of their
popularity, effectiveness and ease of use, awide variety are avail-
able They are particularly effective in deep, murky waters or on
days with overcast skies.

The basic difference between lake trolls is the number and
shape of the blades and the length of the shaft (cable). The blade
shape determines rotation speed and the particular underwater
sound vibration produced. A round or nearly round blade such as
the Colorado or Bear Valley swings slow and wide from the shaft,
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while narrow blades like the Willowleaf are best suited for faster
trolling because they have less resistance in the water.

A troll can be used in conjunction with just about any lure or
bait such as a small spoon (Needlefish®, Super Duper®) live bait
(worm) or asmall plug (Hot Shot®). From the end of the troll, a
leader should extend at least 12 inchesback tothelure(many prefer
leaders of 18 to 24 inches - some 36").

Larger and more blades should be used for deep trolling or for
working murky water. Clear water or depthsof 10to 20 feet require
fewer blades which can also be smaller. Nickel finisheswork best
on bright days or in clear water brass and copper finishes produce
better in murky, deep or tea-colored water. Brass, 50/50 brass/
Nickel or Copper finishes work well on overcast days.

Some of the best laketrollsfor Hagg Lake are Doc Shelton™,
Ford Fender® or other rigs such as Bear Valley, Willow Leaf and
Baby Gangs™ with a snubber and two feet of leader followed by
Hot Shots. Strikes that come when trolling usually are vicious so
usethe snubber to absorb theimpact and prevent tearing the hook
out of afish'stender mouth.

Whenvaryingtrolling speed andworkingis"S" curvesandjust
about everything elsehasfailed to outwit atrout, try thesetips. Give
your lineasharp jerk or two every few minutesor allow thetroll to
godeadinthewater and sink for afew feet before continuing. Also
try doubling your speed for several feet and then slow down
quickly. You will receive the most hitsjust after the lure has been
quickly and erratically moved and is beginning to slow down.
Another thing to consider is going to alighter, longer leader from
troll-to-lure. Berkley® 6-lb. Trilene® XT or XL has high know
strength and very high tensile strength in relation to line diameter
and is difficult for finicky trout to see.

Bang-Tail® spinnerscan also be very hot now. Try fishing for
basswith crankbaitssuch asashallow-diving Speed Trap® upinthe
rockshby thedamand by theboat ramps, or thedeep-divingHot Lips
Express® for fast drop-offs and deeper water. Night crawlers can
also be very effective.

UNDERSTANDING BASS

Bass first become vulnerable to surface lures when the water
warmsupinthespring. Aswater nears60 degrees, bothlargemouth
and smallmouth move into shallow bays and pockets looking for
food and readying themselves for spawning. Once the water
temperature has stabilized and spawning if finished, these shallow
spots pay off only in low-light situations.

Bass are especially susceptible to wood surface baits such as
the Bass-Orenao® in the fall, when they stay in warmer, shallower
water for long periods. They seemto sensethat winter isontheway
and increase their feeding activity.

COLORS/SIZES

Bass do react differently to different surface lure types and
finishes. They normally only seethe silhouette of the plug on dark
or cloudy daysso that'swhen dark lureswork best. Whenthereare
bright light conditions, lighter shades work best. On calm days,
smaller plugswithless noisemaking capabilitieswork better, while
you need a real noisy plug such as a Nip-I-Diddee” to create
disturbance on windy days.

Accuratecastingisessential. Mereinchescan mean thediffer-
ence between afish and none. Castsshould be madeto openingsin
or near cover such as underneath or alongside adock, inches away
fromastickup, betweenlily pads, over submerged objectswhichlie
just under the surface, etc.

Bass feed on large organisms such as crayfish, minnows,
salamanders or frogs. Any small animal or bug that lands near a
bassin ambushisalikely meal and thisiswhat makessurfacelures
so deadly . . . the imitate these easy meals.

TOPWATER TECHNIQUES

Two basic options for fishing wood surface chuggers/darters
such asthe Bass-Oreno which dartsunderwater when twitched and
then floats back to the top are:

1. For fishing near deep dropoffs and points, it can be used
either asadarter or subsurface wobbling bait. A uniquefeature of
the Bass-Oreno is its ability to pop back almost to its original
starting position, after being twitched under the surface. Tofishas
adarter, use a sharp jerk which causes the bait to splash and pop
water onthesurfacebeforedarting under. Then pause, allowingthe
bait toresurface. Jerk again, pauseandrepeat. Many anglersprefer
to fish the plug with the sharp-jerk, pause pattern for several feet,

switch to astraight subsurfaceretrievefor the next several feet and
then allow the bait to resurface and start the process over again.

2. Use atwitch-and-pause pattern when fishing shorelines or
water adjacent to cover. Work it all the way to the boat, keeping
your eyesopenfor aboil adjacent toit. If oneisobserved, lengthen
the pause time between twitches on the next cast.

PROP BAITS

There are three basic options available for fishing propeller
baits such as the Nip-I-Diddee or \Woodchopper™:

1. Casttotheedgeof cover andlet theimpact ringsmoveabout
threefeet away fromthelure. Twitchonce, stop, twitchagain, stop.
Make a short, sharp jerk, stop, jerk, stop and continue this pattern
until the plug is only a few feet away from you. Watch the lure
carefully asyoulliftit fromthewater. If aboil appears, slow down
theretrieve on your next cast asyou have been moving theluretoo
fast to achieve a strike.

2. Cast to the edge of cover. Make two quick jerks, stop and
then continue this pattern until the plug is a few feet from you.
Follow the lift-out procedure asin #1.

3. Cast tothe edge of cover. Wait for onefull minute. Twitch
the plug twice, stop, jerk once, stop, twitch twice, etc. Use this
aternating pattern until the baitisafew feet fromyou, againlifting
out asin#1.

LAKE TROLLING TIPS

1. TROLL SLOWLY:: Oneof thebiggest mistakesmadeby anglers
isworkingaluretoofast. Largefishwill not spendany moreenergy
than necessary to catchameal. Also, most lureswill not perform
correctly at fast speeds. Thebest adviceistotroll s-I-o-w-I-y —the
slower the better. Many expert trout trollers refuse to use a motor
asthey fedl it'sjust toofast. They use oarsinstead. If you'regoing
to use a motor, make sure it will throttle down to a crawl. Other
prefer amultispeed electric.

2. VARY YOUR SPEED: Whileslow isthe password to success-
ful trolling, this does not mean slow all the time. A lure running
throughthewater at aconstant speed, at aconstant depth and giving
off the same vibration pattern will not catch many fish . . . there's
just nothing there to indicate an easy meal is available or that
something isin trouble. Slowly, yes, but adjust your speed every
few minutes to change the lure' s speed and vibration pattern.

3. WORK IN“S" CURVES: Consistenttrollingresultsrequirethat
you do everything possible to keep from running in astraight line.
An“S’ patternwill producemany morestrikesandfish. Every time
the troll and lure are on the inside swing of the boat, the lure will
drop deeper and slow down. Onanoutsideturn, itwill speed upand
rise. Witheachturnyouwill impart adifferent actiontothetroll and
trailing lure, signaling “Meal Time” to nearby fish.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Bob and wife Cherri Klaumann own and operate L ake Stop
Grocery at nearby Gaston, Oregon where they offer afull line of
fishing tackle and food items. Call 503-357-4270.
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