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Nestled near the towns of Rainbow City and Gadsden in north
Alabamallies Neely Henry, alake of many characters. Big creeks
downriver, plenty of residents, rock bluffs, huge spawning flats,
standing timber, weedbeds and stump rows make up the lower end
fed by a half dozen major run-ins. Along with all of this visible
cover, unseen beauty lies below as witnessed by any good topo-
graphical map. Old roadbeds line the mouths of major creeks such
as Beaver, Canoe and Shoal Creeks, all located on the lake's lower
west side.

Housefoundations, submergedislands, oldlakesand ponds, all
require some searching. But what better time to fish and explore
whilehuge school sinhabit these areasunmol ested and waiting to be
discovered by some wise angler.

On the eastern shores, feeder creeks aren't as big but still hold
some largeresident bass. The back ends of Ottery Greens and two
big namel esscreeksacrossfrom CanoeCreek arecrossed by bridges
or culvertswith stumpflats, standing timber, weedbedsand running
water. Weedbeds also hold some big bassin these areas and, being
onthelake's east side, are shaded longer during the morning hours.

"Upriver" starts at riverside in the lake's midsection where the
Highway 77 bridge crosses the lake. Although very popular with
recreational vehicles, the patient angler can worm or deep crank
using Hot Lips Express® or Brush Baby® in the huge stump rows
along mainriver ledgesfor somebig largemouths, spotted bassand
occasionaly, stripes. Small pocketsand islands also have deepwa-
ter access and year-round action. Upriver islands with standing
timber and stump rows deserve afew casts with topwaters such as
aWoodchopper® or P.J. Pop™ crankbait.

Just before entering the big bend at Gadsden City launchisa
huge creek bed next to three smaller creeks. Black Creek, Big
Willie'sand Horten Creeks all empty into a huge stump flat with a
winding creek channel. Thisisanexcellent placetofan cast rattling
lipless lures such as a Sugar Shads®.

JULY, AUGUST SEPTEMBER

Carolina- and Texas-rigged plasticsal so help locate somehuge
summertime schools. Look for schooling activity too for somefast
and furious action. The main river, crossed by three bridges, hold
some piling-hugging spots and large heads. Thoroughly fish each
onefacing upriver for anatural presentation. Many unnamed creeks
feed the river-type terrain from here on up to Weiss Dam. All
deserve someexploringinthe 10-ft. or deeper water along entrances
whichareloaded withwooden cover. Alwaysincludesomeflipping
too!

During the dog days of summer, fishing Neely Henry's upper
half hasmany distinct advantages. Firstisalittle peaceand solitude,
far from the maddening crowd. The narrower theriver, thelessitis
used for "circling ceremonies'! Sadly, second isthe bass, most of
which go undisturbed during the week and your offerings are
sometimes their first bites.

With water generation, these narrow, river-type areasfunnel a
lot of current, baitfish activity and slight stain to thewater compared
to down-river's much filtered clear water. Added to al thisisthe
usual riseof afewinchesinwater levels. Thissuddeninflux of water
quickly fills the river and small creeks. Rising water always
stimul ates baitfish and enhances predator instincts.

Not only the Coosa River, but many lakes and other rivers are
very crowded during vacationtime. Sothefurther youarefromany
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major launch, the better off you are. Y ou must have acombination
of luresto offer thebassat aglancefrom different holding areas. Or
you can flip ajig all day.

Crankbaits (including lipless crankers), spinnerbaits and some
form of bottom-dragging offering cover al thesedepthsand will get
a few bites. Crankbaits fished around creek mouths, the end of
blowdowns, deepriverbendsand al ong the edges of standing timber
aredefinitely inthe strike zone. Experiment with shape, size, color
and diving depthsin order to decipher the day'sbig-bite strategy. A
Speed Trap™ and a few jerkbaits such as the Jerk 'n Sam™ are
excellent shallow-water choices.

Mid-runnersand deep-diversshoul d beal ternated around deeper
banks. The 1/4- and 1/2-0z. Hot Lips Express® and 1/4-0z. Brush
Baby® are excellent medium-depth choices while the 3/4-0z. Hot
Lips®, 1/2-0z. Brush Baby® and Fingerling™ are great for deeper
places.

Spinnerbaitsin 3/8- to 1/2-0z. sizes slow-rolled around wood
cover and rock bluffs, especially during generation, get vicious
strikes. The old "jig-and-pig" get the nod for big bites whether
flipping or just casting. Good colors are black/blue, brown/orange
and pumpkinseed.

OCTOBER

Thelakeisexperiencing aconstant water level change. Areas
such as upriver creekmouths and downriver creek and river points
are very dependable for a few good bites. Until water levels
stabilize, the bass will be hard to pattern. Other than these areas
there are deeper banks on the main river along with ledges and
dropoffs that have their year-round residents.

With winter water levels usually reaching a low of about four
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feet, watch for another upcoming drop during this month. Until
then, withwater at full pool, the bass could make amoveto shallow
water and this means the back of creeks or pockets up and downri-
ver. But thiswill only happen with astablewater level of full pool.
If so, thefishwill bevery shallow dueto cooling water and the urge
to fatten up for the winter. Spinnerbaits such as the Buzzer'd™
buzzbait cover alot of water fast and can get anxious bites from
some very aggressive and huge bass.

When covering a lot of water is necessary, crankbaits and
rattling liplesslureswill alwaysget thejob done. Deep diverssuch
as the Hot Lips Express®, Brush Baby® or Fingerling™ are all
good choicesto reach the depthsthat these bigger, unmol ested bass
call home.

Coosa Tackle will outfit you for fishing any-
where. They carry a good selection of bass,
crappie and stripe lures plug flies, rods and
reels for salt or fresh water. They will mail out
maps and provide a guide service and live bait.

COOSA TACKLE
515 East Grand Avenue
Rainbow City, AL 35906

205-442-8885
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