L2) TECH-BULLETIN

LUHRJENSEN

———————INCE 1932

. - Whene Legends Live

COLORADO

TAYLOR RESERVOIR

Compiled from the Diaries and Logs of the Luhr Jensen Fishing Research Team.

By Ed Marsh

In the Taylor Park country of central
Colorado, a set of natural circumstances
hascreated what all anglersdream of. Big
water! Deep water! Pure, cold water! A
food chain that assures the growth of the
many trophy fish found in this aquatic
paradise. Huge Mackinaws, giant north-
ern pike, hefty rainbows and cutthroats,
heavy browns and school after school of
kokanee salmon. All thisin a single body
of water. Taylor Reservoir. Thisbeautiful,
crystal-clear mountain lake hasit all.

Located 44 miles north of the town of
Gunnisonand 32 mileswest of BuenaVista,
this big deep lake that covers 2,033 acres
when full, offers year round fishing for all

the speciesnamed. Mackinawsof well over
30 pounds are caught annually. Twenty-
pound-plus northern pike are landed here
athough 8 to 12 pounders are more com-
mon. While most rainbows and cutthroats
are pan-sized, there are enough older rela-
tions of these popular game fish to provide
real trophies. It'sprobably easier to catch a
trophy brown of 10 pounds or larger than a
rainbow or "cutt" of this size but the poten-
tial for big fish of any speciesis aways a
possibility in Taylor.

While the kokanee here don’t reach the
large size of kokes found in other Colorado
waters, their numbers make up for size and
besides supplying anglers with great sport
and fine eating, also provide a high protein
diet for the bigger Macs, pike and browns,

Ed Marsh with Taylor Reservoir
pike caught on a Luhr Jensen
Power Minnow™ from a BOAT!
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which in turn ensures that these predators
havethe potential for putting on poundsand
inches.

TROUT

Rainbow are the most numerous of the
threetrout speciesfound in the Taylor Res-
ervoir becausethereisanaturally reproduc-
ing population of wild rainbows plus the
lake is heavily stocked with hatchery fish.
Snake River cutthroats are also stocked and
grow rapidly in the food-rich environment
so that “cutts’ to 18 and 20 inches are not
unusual. Browns, though not stocked, hold
their own through natural reproduction.
Also, brownsgrow tomuchlarger sizesthan
the other trout species.

Various techniques work well in this
lake. Castingandretrievingfromshorewith
spoons, drifting and casting spoons from a
boat, jigging spoonssuch asthe Krocodile€®,
Super Duper®or Crippled Herring® froma
boat and , of course, trolling . . . all produce
trout. Trailingalureor anightcrawler 12to
30inchesbehindaCowbell®, Ford Fender®
or Dave Davis® laketroll isafavorite tech-
nigue that can be quite deadly. In fact, it's
the only setup that many trollers will use.
Casting acrankbait such asthe Power Min-
now"in either the 3 3/8- or 4 1/2-in. sizein
Fire Tiger finish is a persona favorite of
mine.

KOKANEE SALMON

Probably the majority of kokanee caught
inthe Taylor Reservoir comefromtrolling,
although throwing spoonssuch asthe Super
Duper, Needlefish® or Kokanee King™ will
certainly account for kokes when they are
schooling within casting distance of shore.

Schools of these landlocked little red
salmonwill befoundfrom 10to60or 70feet
deep, in or just below the thermocline and
especialy where plankton, their primary
diet, islocated.

A fishfinder isamust for trolling soyou
can put your lure at the depth the fish are.
Blind trolling without alocator isusually a
waste of time because schools vary their
depth during the day.

More and moretrollers are using down-
riggers but a Dipsy Diver® or Pink Lady®
canbeequally effectiveand alot lessexpen-
siveway toget downwherethey are. Follow
thedirectionsfor rigging thesetrolling aids,
thentry differentlengthsof lineuntil fishare
caught. Just remember, the more line out,
the deeper the diver runs. Use colored
waterproof, felt-tip markers to indicate the
length of line being trolled. For example,
use a black mark every 10 feet for 50 fest;
thenredevery 10feetto 100feet. Repeat the
sequence until the desired length of line is
reached.

Luhr Jensen's Krocodile in various
weights and colors (try the Chrome/Fire
Sde Sripe) is easily one of the favorites,
especialy throughtheice. The Super Duper
isright behind it in popularity and is quite
deadly for kokaneewhenusingthelong-line
trolling technique Use a lure on 4- to 8-lh.
test mono and let 200 or 300 feet out and
allow the lure to work naturally.

Kokanee Kings and Crippled Herring
are also proven killers. The Needlefish in
smaller sizesand variouscol orscan produce
on days when the fish are being especially
selective.

Suggested lake trolls for kokes include
the Cowbell, Ford Fender or theDaveDavis

invarioussizesand finishes. Alsoincluded
are the Abe & Al® flasher, the 4/0 Jensen
Dodger™, Jeweled Bead™ Kokanee Trall
and the Jack-O-Diamonds™. Many trollers
use arubber snubber at thetail of thetroll in
front of theleader to the lure because kokes
havetender mouthsand the snubber reduces
the chance of hooks tearing free on the
strike.

MACKINAWS

Thesegiantsaretheprimary reason many
anglerscometo Taylor Reservoir. Although
most Macs are caught from boats, either by
deep-trolling or jigging in 60to 80 foot deep
water, right after ice out or just before the
lake freezes over for the winter, the Macki-
naw fishing from shore can be incredible.
Casting lures such as Krocodiles, Crippled
Herring and especially the #6 Power Min-
now in Fire Tiger finish or the Javelin™ in
53/4-in. FireTiger can mean hooking some
real trophies

Y oucanuselead corelineor aPink Lady
or asmaller Deep Six® diver to get down 60
or 70 feet where the big ones are when
trolling.

NORTHERN PIKE

The northern pike in Taylor Reservoir
were once despised by many anglers who
simply didn't appreciatethisincrediblegame
fish. Fortunately, that haschanged and now,
many anglers travel to Taylor to fish for
pike, with trout their secondary choice!

Wading the shallowsfrom early June'til
early August and casting 3 3/8- or 4 1/2-in.
Suspending Power Minnows'", once again
in Fire Tiger finish can bring unbelievable
results. It actually scary to beretrieving a
Suspending Power Minnow and watching a
pike come up behind it. STOP!!! The pike
will usually swimright uptothelureandjust
sitthere. giveit about 10 seconds, thengive
ahard yank causing the plug to appear to be
escaping. Almost always that pkke will
engulf the lure, like it was starved!

Somepikefishing expertsfeel that anew
staterecord northern pikelurksinthedepths
of Taylor with means one of over 43.5
inchesand morethan 30.6 pounds. For sure,
the potential isthere for arecord breaker.
Other techniquesincludetrollingwith Kwik-
fish®or Hot LipsExpress® plugsinthe10to
20foot depths, drifting inaboat and casting
towardtheshallowinthevarioushaysaround
the lake with various crankbaits.

A good spoon to try is a Krocodile.
Surface lures such asthe P.J. Pop™, Nip-I-
Diddee®, Jerk 'n Sam™ or Woodchopper®
can entice savage, spectacular strikes that
only anorthern can produce.

ICE FISHING

Thereissomeseriousicefishingdoneon
this lake in the winter and that's when it's
possibleto haul agiant Mackinaw througha
hole in the ice. The only problem is that
sometimestheMacistoolargetogetthrough
the 10-in. maximum Col orado-legal i cefish-
inghole! Jigging spoonssuch astheKroco-
dile or Crippled Herring in larger sizesand
sweetened with a strip of sucker meat are a
favorite means of catching Macs. Northern
pikewill also hit theseluresand downsizing
to smaller spoons will produce trout and
kokanee salmon. The Super Duper is espe-
cially good when jigging for kokes.

A WORD TO THE WISE

Taylor Park can be dangerous in the
winter for thecarelessor unprepared angler.
Temperatures of 35 to 40 degrees below
zero are not unusual and the snow can get
very deep making travel difficult if not im-
possible, eitherinavehicleor onfoot. Many
use snowmobiles herewhichisan excellent
idea. Fiercewindscandrift snow over roads
and trailsin very short order so ALWAYS
beawareof theweather. Takethenecessary
precautionsfor travel anddressaccordingly.

ACCOMMODATIONS/FACILITIES
The Taylor Park Trading Post is a fam-
ily-run operation that has been in existence
for many years and caters to the outdoor
minded. A well stocked grocery, with a
good selection of tackle plus fishing report
free for the asking, plus gas, ice and about
anything you might need are available. Its
opensevendaysaweek exceptinthewinter.
There are several very comfortable cab-
instorent for thosewho really don't want to
roughit. Advancereservationsfor the cab-
ins are strongly recommended as many re-
peat customers come back year after year.
OwnersBruceand Roy Cranor arebothavid
and expert anglers and will gladly share
their knowledge with you. The mailing
address is Taylor Park Trading Post, P.O.
Box 545, Almont, CO 81210 or call 970-
641-2555.
Thereisalsoaboat ramp and storewith boat
rentals, ice, fishing tackle and fuel located
on the south shore. The Taylor Park Boat
House can be reached by calling 970-641-
2922. Severa primitive Forest Service
campgroundsareavailablewith River'sEnd
Campground beingthemost popular. There
isafeefor overnight camping at all of them.
Becausefishing regul ationskeep chang-
ing, get a copy of the current Colorado
Fishing Regulations, available at all licens-
ing agencies and read them carefully and
thoroughly.
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